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times of our large towns, as in ancient, of a world given to idolatry, we see enough to explain the Apostle's meaning, and to understand how he could say that " The whole creation groaneth and travaileth till now." He is not speaking, of course, of the conscious feeling of degradation, but of the world, as it seemed to the eye of faith; not as it appeared to itself, but as we may imagine it to appear in the sight of God when compared with the divine idea.... But the Spirit helps us, and God has chosen us according to his purpose, and in all things God is working with us for good1.
My father invariably believed that humility2 is the only true attitude of the human soul, and therefore spoke with the greatest reserve of what he called " these unfathomable mysteries," as befitting one who did not dogmatise, but who knew that the Finite can by no means grasp the Infinite: " Dark is the world to thee8, thyself is the reason why "; and yet, he had a profound trust that when all is seen face to face, all will be seen as the best. " Fear not thou the hidden purpose of that Power which alone is great." " Who knows whether Revelation be not itself a veil to hide the Glory of that Love which we could not look upon, without marring the sight and our onward progress ? "
This faith was to him the breath of life, and never, I feel, really failed him, or life itself would have failed.
Free-will and its relation to the meaning of human life and to circumstance was latterly one of his most common subjects of conversation. Free-will was undoubtedly, he said, the "main miracle, apparently an act of self-limitation by the Infinite, and yet a revelation by
1 Jowett, Epistle to the Romans.
2 " Almost the finest summing up of Religion is * to do justice, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with God.'"    A. T.
He often quoted Newton's saying that we are like children picking up pebbles on the shore of the Infinite Ocean.
8 The real mysteries to him were Time, life, and " finite-infinite" space: and so he talks of the soul " being born and banish'd into mystery.17